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Friday, June 19, 2020 
 
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM will 
continue to be a source of reliable information, education and models for 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery. 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
David Markenson, M.D., M.B.A. 
Director 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
 
COVID-19 Statistics 
 Total Cases Total Deaths Total Recovered Total Tested 
Worldwide 8,500,398 454,215 4,169,082 No Data 
United States 2,191,200 118,435 599,115 25,403,498 
New Jersey 168,107 12,869 29,101 1,511,312 
New York 385,760 30,974 69,243 3,179,660 
Connecticut 45,440 4,226 7,842 372,585 
Information as of 6/19/20 at 0500 EDT. Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  
 
 United States COVID-19 Case Map / GIS 
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Updates 
 
 Coordinating volunteers to support local public health response to COVID-19. 
 Conducting research and analysis of current events and COVID-19 response to identify 
strengths and areas for improvement in other regions. 
 Updating and developing new programs to provide enhanced education on public health 
emergencies including pandemics. 
 Redesigning summer fellowship in disaster and emergency medicine to better address 
preparedness skills, lessons learned and highlight the importance of high-fidelity simulation 
in medical education while finding new focus on pandemic-related research projects. 
 Exploring course development opportunities in infection prevention and control for frontline 
responders in the hospital and in the field. 
 Serving as a source of information for COVID-19 related concerns or questions regarding 
public health, emergency medical service (EMS), public safety and healthcare response.  
 Local networking and pandemic response analysis for New York’s tri-state area, using first-




 The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approved $35.8 million to 
reimburse the State of Arizona for the purchase of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and protect the health and safety of state, county, 
and tribal personnel, healthcare facility workers, and first responders. 
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/06/18/fema-grants-358-million-arizona-ppe  
 Recognizing the Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) supply chain is stabilizing across 
the nation, the Unified Coordination Group approved phasing out of Project Airbridge 
and scaling back flights through mid-June, with the final flight landing in the United 
States on or about June 30. Project Airbridge will remain an option to expedite deliveries 
of medical items should the United States have a future emergent need for critical PPE 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/06/18/fema-
phasing-out-project-airbridge  
 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has released consolidated 
recommendations for COVID-19 testing, including interim testing guidelines for nursing 
home residents and healthcare personnel, as well as testing strategy options for high-
density critical infrastructure workplaces after a COVID-19 case is identified. These 
recommendations compile and update previous testing guidance. 
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s0613-covid19-testing-recommendations.html  
 
The White House 
 The President’s 30 Days to Slow the Spread ended on April 30. President Trump has 
unveiled Guidelines for Opening Up America Again, a three-phased approach based on 
the advice of public health experts. These steps will help state and local officials when 
reopening their economies, getting people back to work, and continuing to protect 
American lives.  To review the Guidelines and obtain additional information regarding 
Opening Up America Again: https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/  
 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html 
 




HHS explains Operation Warp Speed 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/16/fact-sheet-explaining-operation-warp-speed.html  
 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
All of Us Research Program launches COVID-19 research initiatives 
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/all-us-research-program-launches-covid-
19-research-initiatives  







United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-
emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19  
 FDA Issues Daily Update for June 18, 2020, including FDA-authorized 141 tests 




 FDA creates new web section Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Emergency 




 FDA Issues Warning Letters to Companies Inappropriately Marketing Antibody 
Tests, Potentially Placing Public Health at Risk 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-
update-fda-issues-warning-letters-companies-inappropriately-marketing-antibody 
 FDA Revokes Emergency Use Authorization for Chembio Antibody Test 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-
update-fda-revokes-emergency-use-authorization-chembio-antibody-test  
 FDA releases Statistical Considerations for Clinical Trials During the COVID-19 
Public Health Emergency Guidance for Industry 
https://www.fda.gov/media/139145/download  
 FDA announces Webinar Series - Respirators for Health Care Personnel Use 




 FDA announces Virtual Town Hall on June 24 at 12:15PM EDT - Immediately in 





Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html  
 
Daily updates of cases in United States: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html 
 
DC’s updated weekly COVID-19 surveillance report: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview.html  
 
CDC’s updated information on Testing in the United States: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/testing-in-us.html  
 
CDC’s guidance on Contact Tracing: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/php/open-america/contact-tracing.html  
 
Updated CDC’s Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/faq.html  
 
Updated CDC COVID-19 forecasts: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-
data/forecasting-us.html  
 
CDC Clinical Care Guidance for Healthcare Professionals about Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-care.html  
 
CDC’s SPHERES Project (a new national genomics consortium): 




The latest information on clinical trials regarding COVID-19: 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 














 Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced the U.S. Open will be held in Queens 
without fans from August 31 to September 13. The U.S. Tennis Association will take 
extraordinary precautions to protect players and staff, including robust testing, 
additional cleaning, extra locker room space and dedicated housing and 
transportation. 
 Governor Cuomo announced that hospitals and group homes will be allowed to 
accept visitors at their discretion. Any facility that chooses to allow visitors must 
follow state guidelines, including time-limited visits and requiring visitors to wear 
PPE and be subject to symptom and temperature checks. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-us-open-be-held-
without-fans-august-31st-september-13th  
 The Governor announced global public health experts have cleared the Capital 
Region to enter Phase Three on June 17. 
 Governor Cuomo and the New York State Covid-19 Maternity Task Force, chaired 
by Secretary Melissa DeRosa, announced the Governor has directed the State 
Department of Health to allow midwife-led birthing centers in New York for the first 
time. Through that streamlined process, the New York State Department of Health 
approved two new temporary birthing centers, Brooklyn Birthing Center in Brooklyn, 
NY. and Refuah Health Center in Valhalla, NY, consistent with the COVID 19 
Maternity Task Force recommendation. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-covid-19-maternity-task-force-
chair-melissa-derosa-announce-increased-access   
 
New York State Department of Health (DOH) 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home  
The latest information about COVID-19 testing: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing#overview 
For a list of positive cases by county in New York State: 
https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19Tracker-
Map?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n  
NYS DOH Weekly healthcare provider update: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/weekly-health-provider-webinar  
Governor Cuomo’s Plan to Reopen New York: 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/new-york-forward   
Information regarding how to become a contact tracer within New York State: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/get-involved-how-you-can-help  
New York State’s Regional Monitoring Dashboard regarding the seven metrics needed to 
reopen:  
https://forward.ny.gov/regional-monitoring-dashboard  





 Governor Phil Murphy signed Executive Order No. 155, which will allow in-person 
clinical, lab, and hands-on programming at institutions of higher education to resume 
as of July 1, 2020 with enhanced health and safety protocols. Executive Order No. 
155 will also allow trade and training schools to reopen on July 1 provided specific 
health and safety polices are in place.  As part of this process, the Office of the 
Secretary of Higher Education has issued Restart Standards for all New Jersey 
Institutions of Higher Education that can guide the reopening and assist institutions 
as they prepare for next steps. https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-155.pdf  
 The Office of the Secretary of Higher Education (OSHE) issued standards for 
institutions of higher education as they begin restarting campus operations impacted 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The standards align with the stages of New Jersey’s 
“The Road Back: Restoring Economic Health Through Public Health” plan and 
provide a framework of critical standards, additional steps institutions should 
consider when formulating plans, and examples of safeguarding practices in 10 key 
on-campus functional areas: instruction, residential housing, computer laboratories, 
libraries, research, student services, transportation, dining, international travel, and 
athletics.  https://nj.gov/highereducation/documents/pdf/index/OSHErestart.pdf  
 
Connecticut 
 Executive Order No. 7ZZ has been enacted with the following provisions: 
o Modifications to adapt to Phase 2 reopening efforts. 
o Restrictions on large gatherings and events. 
o Further clarification of limits on alcohol sales by restaurants, bars, and private 
clubs. 
o Restrictions of off-track betting extended. 
o Extension of essential business rules. 
o Clarification of Executive Order No. 7MM. 
o Extension of remote notarization. 
o https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-
Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7ZZ.pdf  
 Governor Ned Lamont announced updated guidance for indoor and outdoor gatherings 
over the next several weeks. The plan is as follows: 
o Effective June 17: 
 Indoor private gatherings – 25 people 
 Outdoor gatherings – 100 people 
 Outdoor event venues (e.g. amphitheaters, racetracks) – 25% of fire 
capacity and distancing (consistent with outdoor amusement parks) 
o Effective July 3: 
 Indoor private gatherings – 25 people 
 Outdoor private gatherings – 100 people, one-time exception for 
graduations at 150 people 
 Outdoor organized gatherings (e.g. fireworks, concerts in municipal 
parks) – 15 feet of space blanket to blanket, cap of 500 people; event 
organizer responsible for compliance with guidance 
 Outdoor event venues (e.g. amphitheaters, racetracks) – 25% of fire 
capacity and distancing 
o Effective mid-July (date to be determined): 
 Indoor private gatherings – 50 people 
 Outdoor private gatherings (including graduations) – 250 people 
 Outdoor organized gatherings (e.g. fireworks, concerts in municipal 
parks) – 15 feet of space blanket to blanket, no cap; event organizer 
responsible for compliance with guidance 
 Outdoor event venues (e.g. amphitheaters, racetracks) – 50% of fire 
capacity and distancing 
 Executive Order No. 7AAA enacted with the following provisions: 
o Technical correction to Executive Order No. 7ZZ, Section 8. 
o Authority to modify limitation on group sizes in childcare. 
o Waiver of requirement to hold annual agricultural fair and reporting requirement 
to maintain agricultural society property tax exemption. 
o Mandatory COVID-19 testing for staff of private and municipal nursing home 







Local Updates  
 
New York Blood Center (NYBC) 




New York City (NYC) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page  
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19 information for providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov /site/doh/covid/covid-19-prov iders.page   
NYC DOHMH’s FAQs regarding what New Yorkers need to know about COVID-19: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/coronavirus-factsheet.pdf  
 
Westchester County Department of Health 
For the latest COVID-19 information including how to become a contact tracer in Westchester: 
https://health.westchestergov.com/2019-novel-coronavirus 




Putnam County Department of Health 
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/ 
 
Dutchess County Department of Health 
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm 
 
Orange County Department of Health 
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1906/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information 
 





The latest COVID-19 information for healthcare facilities from the Greater New York Hospital 
Association that covers hospitals in the tri-state area: https://www.gnyha.org/ 
 
The latest information on agency prevention and treatment guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-prevention-and-treatment-guidance/  
 
Updated GNYHA Public Health Agency Surveillance and Testing Guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-surveillance-and-testing-treatment-guidance/  
 
Updated GNYHA information regarding NYC Phase 1 Reopening – Transportation Services: 
https://www.gnyha.org/news/nyc-phase-1-reopening-transportation-services/  
 





Center for Disaster Medicine Media 
 
 
New York Medical College Leadership News: 





Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs, dean of the School of 
Health Sciences and Practice, and professor of public health, pediatrics and environmental 
health science 
Faculty News: 
Millennials and Gen Z Are Not Invincible from the Coronavirus 




Robert G. Lahita, M.D., Ph.D., professor of medicine 
LGBTQ Agenda: New ways needed to fight STIs during COVID emergency, health 
expert says 
The Bay Area Reporter 
6/16/2020 
https://www.ebar.com/news/latest_news//293668 
Keosha T. Bond, Ed.D., M.P.H., CHES, assistant professor of public health 
  
COVID-19’s Impact on Nursing Homes 
The 360 Magazine 
6/16/2020 
https://www.the360mag.com/covid-19s-impact-on-nursing-homes/ 
Ira J. Bedzow, Ph.D., associate professor of medicine and director of the Biomedical Ethics 
and Humanities Program 
  




Michael Blumenfield, M.D., professor emeritus of psychiatry & behavioral sciences           
 
 
Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New 
York Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the 
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of 
this newsletter.  
 
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the 







New York Medical College 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
7 Dana Road Suite 511 
Valhalla, New York 10595 
914-594-1750 
https://www.nymc.edu/center-for-disaster-medicine/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
